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The youngest generation of researchers should be given the opportunity to publish studies on the topics on which they are working in connection with their diploma theses. This is the only way to verify the state of contemporary historical scholarship, as well as a way to train potential future workers in this field. 
Contemporary historical scholarship faces numerous challenges of the information and digital age. In this context, traditional disciplines such as history and archival science are being strenuously tested. A probe into the environment where the first germs of professional work are arising and where the professional careers of future researchers are just beginning to take shape is therefore of great value in assessing the state contemporary historical and archival research. It tells us not only about the subjects of interest among the youngest generation of researchers, but also about the impression that the work of their older colleagues and teachers has left on them.
What are currently the prevailing methodological approaches? Is interest in local history and topics from Czech history predominant, or are historical phenomena in other countries also the subject of study? What is the standing of the previously strong fields of social and economic history today? How is the emergence of new methodological approaches in history, including digital humanities, being manifested among the youngest generation of researchers?
Which areas of Czech and general history enjoy greater research interest and which conversely remain neglected?
At present, there are approximately twenty departments and institutes in the Czech Republic that train future historians and archivists. Do approaches in concept and methodology differ depending on the respective facility and on the specific aspects of history training? 
This thematic issue, which is intended for the publication of specialised papers by current students of history and/or archival science, will attempt to answer these questions.  
